admission

Admission Policies

In carrying out its mission, the School of Engineering admits graduate students in master of science degree programs in management of technology, software engineering, electrical and computer engineering, and mechanical engineering. Candidates for admission to those programs must have earned the requisite bachelor’s degree from a regional accredited college or university or the international equivalent, and have knowledge and skills in certain areas such as computer programming and statistics (and financial accounting, in the case of the management of technology program). Students with gaps in those areas are expected to complete bridge courses soon after they enter the program. Students create their plan of study early in their graduate career, under the supervision and guidance of program directors, so that they may meet their educational and professional goals in a time-effective and intellectually satisfying manner. Graduate courses are offered in evening classes and on weekends to serve the needs of part-time graduate students from the regional technology and business community, as well as the needs of full-time graduate students. Class sizes are small – 10-20 students on average – with an emphasis on close interaction between participants and faculty. 

Admission Criteria and Procedure
Management of Technology, MSMOT

Admission will be granted to applicants with a bachelor of science degree in science or engineering, or the equivalent, or to applicants with extensive experience in a technology environment, whose academic and professional records suggest the likelihood of success in a demanding graduate program. Applicants will have completed one course in introductory probability and statistics, one course in computer programming that uses a high-level language and includes applications, and one course in financial accounting, or demonstrate aptitude in these subjects. Applicants who have not completed these courses and who are unable to demonstrate aptitude in these subjects must register for one or more of the bridge courses (undergraduate level) offered in these subjects early in their graduate studies.

Software Engineering, MSSE

Admission will be granted to applicants with a bachelor’s degree and adequate experience as a professional software developer or programmer, whose academic and professional records suggest the likelihood of success in a demanding graduate program. Potential students with an undergraduate degree in an area other than software engineering, computer science, or the equivalent, may need to take bridge courses, e.g., CS 131, CS 132, Computer Programming I and II, and to develop the required background for the program.  

Electrical and Computer Engineering, MSECE

Admission will be granted to applicants with a bachelor’s degree in science or engineering or its equivalent, or to those with work experience in a technology environment, whose academic and professional records suggest the likelihood of success in a demanding graduate program in the electrical or computer engineering disciplines. Furthermore, applicants should demonstrate aptitude in the subject matter of such bridge courses as EE 213, Electric Circuits, and EE 231, Electronic Circuits and Devices, or begin their studies by registering for one or more of the bridge courses.

Mechanical Engineering, MSME

Admission will be granted to applicants with a bachelor’s degree in science or engineering, or its equivalent, in the general area of mechanical engineering, or to those with work experience in a technology environment, whose academic and professional record suggest the likelihood of success in a demanding graduate program. Furthermore, applicants should demonstrate aptitude in the subject matter of engineering design, materials and thermodynamics, or begin their studies by registering for one or more bridge courses in these areas. 

Application Materials

Applicants for admission in all programs must submit the following materials for consideration:


1.

A completed Application for Admission form

2.
 
A non-refundable $60 application fee

3.
 
An official copy of transcripts from all previously attended colleges or universities

4.

Two letters of recommendation

5.
 
A professional resume

6.
 
Proof of immunization against measles and rubella (for students born after Dec. 31, 1956), in compliance with Connecticut regulations.

International Students

In addition to the above criteria, international students must provide a certificate of finances (evidence of adequate financial resources in U.S. dollars) and must submit certified English translations and course-by-course evaluations, done by an approved evaluator from the list on file in the dean’s office, of all academic records. All international students whose native language is not English must demonstrate proficiency in the English language. A TOEFL composite score of 550 for the paper test or 213 for the computer-based test is strongly recommended for admission to the graduate school. TOEFL may be waived for those international students who have earned an undergraduate or graduate degree from a regionally accredited U.S. college or university. International students should apply well in advance of the beginning of the term in which they intend to begin graduate studies. 

Students with Disabilities

Fairfield University is committed to providing qualified students with disabilities an equal opportunity to access the benefits, rights, and privileges of its services, programs, and activities in an accessible setting. Furthermore, in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and Connecticut laws, the University provides reasonable accommodations to qualified students to reduce the impact of disabilities on academic functioning or upon other major life activities. It is important to note that the University will not alter the essential elements of its courses or programs.

If a student with a disability would like to be considered for accommodations, he or she must make this request in writing and send the supporting documentation to the director of academic and disability support services. This should be done prior to the start of the academic semester and is strictly voluntary. However, if a student with a disability chooses not to self-identify and provide the necessary documentation, accommodations need not be provided. All information concerning disabilities is confidential and will be shared only with a student’s permission. Fairfield University uses the guidelines suggested by CT AHEAD to determine disabilities and reasonable accommodations.

Send letters requesting accommodations to: Director of Academic and Disability Support Services, Fairfield University, 1073 North Benson Road, Fairfield, CT 06824-5195.

Other Student Requirements
The StagCard

All students are required to obtain a StagCard, the University’s official identification card. With the StagCard, graduate students can gain access to the University’s computer labs, the library, StagPrint, and much more. Graduate students can also purchase a membership to the Quick Recreational Complex, which requires a valid StagCard for entry. 

To obtain a StagCard you will need a valid, government-issued photo identification card. Also, proof of course registration will quicken the processing of your card, but is not required. Please note: returning students can use their existing card. 

The StagCard Office is located in the Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. Center. Office hours are: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Summer hours may vary from those listed in this catalog. For more information, you may check the website: www.fairfield.edu/stagcard, e-mail the office at stagcard@mail.fairfield.edu or call (203) 254-4009. 

StagWeb (http://stagweb.fairfield.edu)

All graduate students are issued individual accounts for StagWeb, a secure website where you can check e-mail, register for parking, review your academic and financial records including course schedules and unofficial transcripts, and stay tuned to campus-wide announcements.

Your new StagWeb account will be available within 24 hours of registering for classes for the first time. To log in you will need your Fairfield ID number (an eight-digit number which can be found on your course schedule) and your date of birth (in MMDDYY format). For more information or for assistance with StagWeb, please contact the StagWeb helpdesk at (203) 254-HELP or by e-mail at helpdesk@mail.fairfield.edu.
