departmentS of Electrical, Computer, Software, Manufacturing, and Mechanical Engineering

wrap-up session

Fall 2013

Course: ___EG31______ Course name:  Fundamentals  of Engineering 

Instructor:  Lyon

High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy: Lecture and hands on activity.

Homework:  Many written assignments; Some design assignments

Exams and Projects:  Good active learning project at the end of the course (walking on water). We should probably think about making this into a different project for next time (it is time for something new). Students are not thinking like engineers. Formal design HW would help Students should be forced to think about the criteria of design and do computations.

Student Attendance and Performance:  Attendance was good.  

Other:  _______________________________________________________________________

Problems encountered:

Textbook:  There is no text and I cannot think that one would help, but a few more handouts might improve matters.. 

Assignments:  A few students waited until the last minute to do their design and build.

Instruction method:  No problems, except that the course might be a bit to broad

Course prerequisites:  none

Student feedback:  Students had trouble understanding how this course would help them decide what kind of engineer to be. We had great sessions with the arduino this year, students really liked the active learning. Other sessions gave lectures that might have been too passive. An ethics writing assignment, more focused microcontroller activities, perhaps some servo/robotics activities would help matters here. 

Student Performance:  Good

Action steps

Course Portfolio:  a graded ethics HW would be a good addition. Some students really wanted to build stuff, and I think we should let them.

Change course prerequisites? There are none 

Comments*___ This course could be refactored to contain world diversity, but it would take an SOE meeting to make that decision.

Change course content? Not at this time 

Comments* ___________________________________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes? No

Comments* ___________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement* _________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, and inadequate service from staff:  Two problems with the classroom (McA102) environment during this semester.

1. The HVAC system failed twice once driving the temperature uncomfortably high and the other for the last week of class and the Final Exam dropped the temperature to 59 deg.  Last week, for example, HEAT was on full-blast in the adjacent room…this heated the entire wing of the building. 

2. The network was a consistent problem.

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? Yes

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?  No,  The HVAC system needs a replacement part, not a quick temporary fix and AV needs to maintain spare parts for the “smart” class rooms.

*Use an additional sheet if necessary
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