Computer ENGINEERING

wrap-up session

Spring 2010

Course  CR346                     Course name:     Computer Architecture

Instructor: Doug Lyon  

High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy:   Lecture/Demo

Homework: Weekly assignments on qualitative computer architecture, not a design course. 

Exams and Projects: Used a non-quantitative approach to computer architecture. 

Student Attendance and Performance:  Attendance was good. Students tried hard (with notable exceptions).

Other: One student had “life issues” and may flunk.

Problems encountered:

Textbook:  Textbook was too quantitative and students did not care for it. Also, a more visual approach to architecture is needed. I am arranging to go to computer museums to take more pictures.

Assignments:  Some students did not complete assignments on time or at all.  

Instruction method: PowerPoint + white board. Worked MANY problems.

Course prerequisites: None.

Student feedback: Had negative experience with compute facilities.

Student Performance: Good

Grade distribution:  Bi-modal

Action steps

Course Portfolio:  OK

Change course prerequisites?     No    Comments*

Change course content? _No_____Comments* 

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_No__Comments*  

Recommendations for further improvement*: We need to improve the computing environment and enable access to equipment in the room. A rearrangement of the room to make it more lecture oriented, and a proper network would help a lot. The wireless network is NOT reliable.

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, inadequate service from staff:  None; MCA207 is my new favorite room!

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office?

yes

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion? 

No problems.

· Use an additional sheet if necessary.

