departmentS of Electrical, Computer, Software, Manufacturing, and Mechanical Engineering
wrap-up session

Spring 2010
Course: ___EG31______ Course name:  Fundamentals  of Engineering 
Instructor:  Jeffrey N. Denenberg
High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy:  Multimedia lectures, Demonstration and “Hands-On” Labs - The Lab on “Metrology” included using Probability/Statistics to analyze data and The Ethics of deleting data “Outliers”.
Homework:  5 assignments (One on Probability/Statistics, and one on Ethics), Two Reflections (one on career choice and one on Ethics)

Exams and Projects:  Two semester exams and a comprehensive Final.  All exams were graded, returned and reviewed the following class (the Final Exam will be reviewed during the first EG32 class).  I feel that this is a strong learning experience for the students.
Student Attendance and Performance:  Attendance was good.  It helped that the two sections tended to be staggered in time by a week for much of the semester.  Students used the other sections schedule to make up for conflicts.
Other:  _______________________________________________________________________
Problems encountered:

Textbook:  The Current text is now in a new edition and covers the course material well.  The subjects that needed supplementary material were Metrology and Probability/Statistics. 
Assignments:  A few students turned in (Eidos upload) late work and were penalized.  Two cases where students uploaded another’s work were detected and the offending students were notified and penalized.
Instruction method:  _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Course prerequisites:  Three or four students had/have significant limitations in their math skills.  They were pointed at the tutors with some positive effect
Student feedback:  ______________________________________________________________

Student Performance:  Good, except for a small number of students that were lax in doing the work.
Grade distribution:  See grading histograms on page 3
Action steps

Course Portfolio:  Some tasks remain - Update forms A/F and Print out some student work.
Change course prerequisites? There are none 

Comments*_____________________________________

Change course content? Not at this time 

Comments* ___________________________________________________________________
Change course objectives and/or outcomes? No

Comments* ___________________________________________________________________
Recommendations for further improvement* _________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________
instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, and inadequate service from staff:  Two problems with the classroom (McA102) environment during this semester.
1. The HVAC system failed twice once driving the temperature uncomfortably high and the other for the last week of class and the Final Exam dropped the temperature to 59 deg.  The students and I got a severe chill (I now have a aggravating cold – 6 hours in that environment for the two finals was too much).

2. The multimedia system controller failed mid semester (it had been misbehaving for a few weeks) and left the classroom difficult to deal with for about 6 weeks.

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? Yes
Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?  No,  The HVAC system needs a replacement part, not a quick temporary fix and AV needs to maintain spare parts for the “smart” class rooms.
*Use an additional sheet if necessary
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