 Computer  engineering

wrap-up session

Fall 2010

Course: CR320 Course name: Computer Networks

Instructor: Lyon

High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy employed Lecture/Demos/Coding

Homework: Weekly

Exams and Projects: Midterm and final

Student Attendance and Performance: Students attendance and performance was good.

Other: One student missed almost all home works midterm and final I asked him to drop several times..but he did not. I think he will flunk the course.

Problems encountered:

Textbook: Java for programmers, by Lyon. This was not a good book for networking and I need to create a lot of supplemental materials. I need to write a new book.!

Assignments: Students do weekly HWs. Some students find the HW easy, others do not.

Instruction method: Lectures and in-class presentations, along with coding assignments.

Course prerequisites: CS132.

Student feedback: Excellent.

Student Performance: Varies.  Some students were very poor at programming and this is a problem that needs to be addressed.

Action steps

Course Portfolio: Good.

Change course prerequisites? We need to improve design pattern coverage in CS131-CS132.  

Comments*_____________________________________

I have asked the instructors to do this, but they have non-majors in the courses that we must cater too.

Change course content? Yes. Comments*: We need a way to improve the design content of the course to adjust for uneven backgrounds.

Change course objectives and/or outcomes? Yes. Comments* We need better design pattern coverage.

Recommendations for further improvement*:

Students are weak in multi-threading. Some students have trouble with basic programming concepts. 

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, or inadequate service from staff:The computers are now unusable, the students and I have switched to laptops. The sys-admin wiped the drive in the middle of the term and 6 weeks of effort were destroyed. These things have happened before. Typically this is done with no warning and no backup.

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? yes

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion? No. Kostas has disabled the ability to install software or save to the c drive, so there is no way to fix the machine from the instructor’s view.

