4/25/2009
Electrical and Comptuer Engineering Wrap-up session

Attending: Mark Mandello, Ryan Metz, John Jackocks, Jeff Dennenberg, Bill Taylor, Jerry Sergent and Douglas Lyon (Secretary pro tem).

Start time: 12:00

Jeff: EG31 EG32. Had problems with the students. They would not do the homework. Vagos suggested asking students to write about the value of the reflection of the value of homework. The result of this implementation was that a bunch of homework came in at the end of the term. A prime requirement of the course is that we value retention highly. Thus, we cannot impose a penalty for late homework. 
Bill: Full-time students only spent 9 hours per week on homework. Part-time students spend more time on the homework than the full-time students!

Doug: Why will awarding students with a penalty of 10 points per day late cause dropping out of engineering? Don’t we need students with a good work ethic?

Jeff: We added problem solving sessions in calculus and physics. We have over 20 students per section and we are getting in trouble in this very important freshman class. So many students is not conducive to active learning. All the homework is on Eidos.
Jeff: Matlab disappeared from the Gallery this year. 

Ryan: I asked for many packages, and got none of them

Mark: I had nothing but trouble with computers this year.

Jerry: All the computers upstairs were missing ansys.

Jeff: The generic set of engineering tools should be available every year, without professors asking for them.

Ryan: I requested several packages and never got a response from Kostas;

Doug: Straw poll, who feels ignored by Kostas?

Vote was unanimous. Kostas ignores all faculty are ignored equally.

Ryan: I frankly I would like to take care of my own computers. I have never seen him. I have to use my own laptop. I still cannot log in.

Ryan: EG210 (Intro to nano), Had 6 students (2-3 seniors) will not be around to take the next term. We are in the final presentations now. Last two presentations were excellent. Students do presentations of term papers. There are many, informative papers.
Students find the papers on their own. The class is interdisciplinary and qualitative. This is the foundation course for the minor. 

I will offer EG210 again to build critical mass in this important foundation course.

I had excellent students in this class. Noah Benjamin did an excellent presentation of nano in the role of cancer.

EE221, (AC Circuit analysis). We had a real rough start in the beginning of the term. Three students started to copy the solution models. The flunked the first exam. Students now do work on the board. This has gone very well. For the final, I will use a design problem. Students had many comments about a lack of real applications in the courses. I am now doing discussion of Fourier series and Laplace transforms to prepare the students for EE 301.

ECE457 (Ind. Study). Had one student who left in the middle of the term and never returned. He is still enrolled.

Mark: EE245L/CR245L Digital Design I Lab 

Beginning of the term got off to a bad start. Breadboards were not accessible. Paul Botosani was responsible for getting the breadboard out, and we were not able to do any hands on circuits with the breadboards. So we did simulation, instead.
Repeated requests for Quartus were left unfulfilled. Doug loaded the proper version of Quartus (seeing no response from the system administrator). The system administrator then wiped the correct version of Quartus to install the wrong version. Mark had to re-install Quartus (each install takes about 90 minutes). 

Ryan: Why was the drive wiped mid semester?

Jerry: I never understood why this happened mid-term.

Doug: We are living under the sword of Damocles. Were the students happy with the wireless network?

Mark: No this did not work properly, it was unreliable. We lost 5 out of 15 students this term. Students are dropping like flies. Problems with the software did not help.

Jerry: I had 3 courses, two graduate classes and one undergraduate class. 
ECE415: 18 students 6 or 7 were mechanical engineering students. There was a bi-modal distribution of the students (those that did the HW and those that did not).

Doug: Is there a penalty for late HW?

Jerry: Students get 10 points if they turn in the HW on time.

ECE495: Power Generation and Distribution: Had 21 students. They want another course next spring, which I will do. Had a very good response from the students and no problems (other than a student leaving in the middle of the term).

EE/CR/ME 391, Senior Project II

Had very good cooperation from the students. One exception shows up half the time and does not much. Told student that he was on the verge of flunking and he became defensive.  I enjoyed this course very much and had each group review what they had done and what they were going to do every week.
Doug: CR311 Image processing. This term we had a semantic Java application for implementing the operators. The goal was to attempt to remove some of the Java from the cr311 class.

CR325: Computer Graphics: This term we used a massive multi-player on-line game in order to drive an application of both networking and computer graphics. This was very interesting to the students.
CR245: Digital Design I; I had all the same problems that Mark had. We need a key to the sliding closet doors to get access to the hardware. 
