department of Computer  engineering

wrap-up session

Fall 2005

Course   CR310   Course name  Voice and Signal Processing in Java
Instructor  Carl Weiman
High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy employed Lecture and hands-on programming lab; good equipment setup for both.
Homework    Math problems and Java programs, useful to everyone 

Exams and Projects 1 midtterm, 1 final, no projects.  Exams focused attention for learning
Student Attendance and Performance  The “A” students were a pleasure, enjoyed learning and performed well.

Other_______________________________________________________________________

Problems encountered:

Textbook  The primary Java text by Lyon is out of print; electronic copy deemed problematic by students.  Schaum’s outline used as supplementary reference/text, somewhat mismatched

Assignments  Students below the “A” level were often tardy or delinquent on homework

Instruction method  The math was complicated, and I often wanted to leave long equations or 
definitions on the blackboard, which was blocked by the projector screen, so I either had to wave 
hands or stumble through turning off the projector and raising the screen for five minutes before 

going back to projector.  Need more accessible blackboard space. 

Course prerequisites:  Many of the students were too weak in math to take this, regardless of what their records said.
Student feedback  Generally cheerful and supportive, but complained about texts.  Enjoyed the material presented in class

Student Performance  About 40% of the students cut or were tardy for far too many sessions, 
giving a variety of vague personal problems as reasons, unverified.  They missed important 
material and made the instructor feel off-balance in passing over gaps of their causing.
Grade distribution  2-A’s,   3-B’s,  2-I’s
Action steps

Course Portfolio _______________________________________________________________

Change course prerequisites? _______Comments*_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? _______Comments*_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_____Comments*____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement*__________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, or inadequate service from staff:


- Printer cartridge empty at beginning of semester, required intervention of chairperson for purchase


- Student passwords broke and required weeks to correct


- Need more blackboard space in front of classroom

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office?  Yes
Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?  Equipment should be working prior to semester but was not checked.  Passwords required too much time.

