department of ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

wrap-up session

Spring 2003

Course:  EE-245 ___ Course name:  Intro. to Digital electronics Design with Lab ____________

Instructor:  Jack W. Beal, Physics Department _________________________________

High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy:  Material described on syllabus was not completely covered due to 3 snow day cancellations of the lecture and 1 snow cancellation of the lab session ________________

Homework: Homework assigned from handouts; some students did not complete the homework; students seemed to have great difficulty with the homework and did not really try

Exams and Projects:  Exams were problems similar to the textbook (in some cases from the text); performance on the exams was not what I would have expected; wide range of performance. Lab reports were widely variable.  ______________________________________________

Student Attendance and Performance:  Student attendance was poorer than I have ever encountered; some students skipped lab sessions and never made them up; students did not seem to be prepared for the rigor and workload of this upper division, major course. __________

Other:   ______________________________

Problems encountered:

Textbook:  Textbook was OK; apparently, many students did not follow along in the text nor study the examples. ___________________________________________________________

Assignments:  Some students did not complete all of the assignments; some students seemed to think that no serious work was required for the course; some students came to me immediately asking that I show them literally how to do the assignments without trying on their own first. __

Instruction method:  Lectures were not well attended by all students; some literally slept during the class, even granted that this was a late afternoon lecture; some students appeared to take no class notes during lectures.  Students wanted more problem solving during class and less theory. In lab, many some students were content to watch others do the lab projects and then copy the results.  _______________________________________________________

Course prerequisites:  All students had the course prerequisites of General Physics and Math. _______________________________________________

Student feedback:  Feedback was mixed; some commented favorably that this was a good, broad introduction to the subject; some students commented that the course was too difficult; some students asked to delete tasks in the lab so that they would not have to stay so late (4:30 pm). __

Student Performance:  Student performance on the average was poor in my opinion; some students did poorly in the lab because of late (or missing) lab reports. _____________________________________________

Grade distribution:  Lecture – 1 A, 5 B, 3 C, 1 D;   Lab. – 4 A, 4 B, 1 F.  

Action steps

Course Portfolio:  Review course syllabus; benchmark against other similar courses elsewhere.  

Change course prerequisites? _No___Comments*_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? _No___Comments* Course content is essentially prescribed for EE sequence; compare with evening format. ____________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_No_Comments*  This course is in a sequence of courses for EE majors; as such, the course objectives are rather set; the outcomes are clearly what should change in the future. __________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement* This course will be reviewed and benchmarked against other similar courses with respect to course content and objectives.  I would like to have some discussion as to what is the course content and objectives of EG-31/32 sequence; I am concerned that maybe the students are getting the idea that Engineering is easy material and no real work on their part is required; I have had almost all of these students in General Physics and I have a good feeling of what they can do from that interaction; in many cases, I did not see these students performing as they did in Gen. Phys.  ________________________________________

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, inadequate service from staff:  Some difficulty getting lab computers up and running; but problems were resolved sufficiently without significant interruption.  ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? Yes _____________________

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?  OK _________________________________

· Use an additional sheet if necessary.
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